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Format and Usage of This Book

This book covers 38 essential Japanese expressions that can help you to predict what
information will follow whenever you read or hear them in your daily life. Each lesson
presents a single expression along with several reading/listening exercises that use the

expression. The format of each lesson is described below.

Notes on Usage

Positive usage of the targeted expression (for example, &(F< ) is indicated with a
plus sign (+), and negative usage with a minus sign (—). Having knowledge of both the
positive and the negative uses of the expression is an important part of being able to

predict what sort of statement will follow the word. Be sure to read the explanatory



notes in English.

Sentence Completion
These exercises challenge you to select which of four given phrases correctly follow a
phrase containing the targeted expression (for example, XA & AMGA 728 1T <). Check

your answers by referring to the answer key at the back of the book.

Reading Comprehension
Focused on topics related to modern Japanese society, these exercises will enhance

your reading comprehension skills while providing you insight into today's Japan.

Listening Comprehension

In these exercises, you listen to a spoken passage, such as a conversation, a
commentary, or a speech. As you listen, you try to guess what sort of information will
follow. Instead of focusing on just the immediately preceding phrase to predict what
comes next, you should learn to also examine all the preceding expressions and the
overall flow of the passage to find clues that will help you to anticipate where the
passage is headed. If you find a certain passage too fast to understand aurally, read the
transcript at the back of the book, and then try listening to the CD again. Your ability

to predict what's coming is sure to improve.

Listening while Looking at Visual Aids
You listen to oral passages while looking at visual aids, such as charts, graphs, or
illustrations. These exercises will not only strengthen your predicting skills, but also

add a rich variety of phrases and expressions to your vocabulary.
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